
      

 

Introduction 

The fastener industry plays a crucial role in manufacturing, automotive, aerospace, and 

construction sectors. Increasingly, environmental and safety regulations such as the REACH 

(Registration, Evaluation, Authorization, and Restriction of Chemicals) and RoHS 

(Restriction of Hazardous Substances) directives are shaping how fasteners are 

manufactured, treated, and distributed globally. Compliance with these directives, especially 

regarding chromium compounds such as Cr3 (trivalent chromium) and Cr6 (hexavalent 

chromium), is essential for market access and sustainability. 

 

REACH Compliance in the Fastener Industry 

The European Union's REACH regulation aims to protect human health and the environment by 

regulating the use of hazardous chemicals. This impacts the fastener industry in two primary 

ways: 

1. Chromium VI Restrictions: 
Cr6, often used for corrosion-resistant coatings, is highly toxic and is classified as a 

carcinogen. REACH restricts the use of Cr6 in surface treatments unless granted an 

authorization for specific applications. This has led to a shift toward safer alternatives, 

like Cr3. 

2. Supply Chain Documentation: 
Companies must ensure that all substances in their products, including coatings and 

treatments, are registered and comply with REACH requirements. Safety Data Sheets 

(SDS) must accompany products to disclose any hazardous substances. 

Key Challenges: 

• Transitioning from Cr6 to Cr3 in surface treatments. 

• Managing supply chain transparency to ensure upstream suppliers are REACH-

compliant. 

• Navigating the complexity of substance authorization and restriction lists. 

 

RoHS Compliance in the Fastener Industry 

The RoHS directive limits the use of hazardous substances in electrical and electronic 

equipment. While primarily targeting electronics, the directive indirectly affects fasteners that are 

part of such assemblies. Cr6, being one of the restricted substances, is a significant focus. 

1. Elimination of Cr6: 
Fasteners with Cr6 coatings are prohibited in RoHS-compliant products, pushing 

manufacturers toward non-toxic alternatives like Cr3 or other innovative coatings. 

2. Material Testing and Certification: 
Manufacturers must test and certify their products to ensure they fall within the 



      

 

acceptable thresholds for restricted substances. Commonly used tests include X-ray 

fluorescence (XRF) spectroscopy. 

 

Cr3 vs. Cr6: Transition and Compliance 

The industry has been transitioning from Cr6 to Cr3 coatings due to the environmental and 

health risks associated with Cr6. While Cr6 offers superior corrosion resistance and adhesion 

properties, Cr3 provides a safer, RoHS- and REACH-compliant alternative with acceptable 

performance characteristics. 

Comparison Table: 

Property Cr3 (Trivalent Chromium) Cr6 (Hexavalent Chromium) 

Compliance REACH and RoHS compliant Restricted under REACH and RoHS 

Toxicity Low High, carcinogenic 

Corrosion Resistance Moderate to High High 

Cost Slightly higher due to alternatives Lower 

 

Steps Toward Compliance 

To ensure compliance with REACH and RoHS regulations, fastener manufacturers are 

implementing the following strategies: 

1. Material Substitution: 
Transitioning to Cr3 coatings or other environmentally friendly alternatives like zinc-

nickel alloys. 

2. Supplier Audits: 
Conducting rigorous audits to ensure suppliers provide materials that meet regulatory 

standards. 

3. Enhanced Testing: 
Regularly testing materials for restricted substances using advanced analytical 

techniques. 

4. Documentation and Certification: 
Maintaining comprehensive records, including declarations of conformity and material 

certifications, to demonstrate compliance. 

5. Investment in R&D: 
Developing innovative coating technologies that meet both performance and compliance 

requirements. 

 



      

 

Impact on the Industry 

While compliance increases production costs, the transition to environmentally safe practices 

enhances brand reputation and ensures market access, particularly in regions with stringent 

regulations like the EU. Non-compliance risks include fines, product recalls, and loss of market 

share. 

 

Conclusion 

REACH and RoHS compliance is not only a regulatory requirement but also a competitive 

advantage in the global fastener market. By embracing safer alternatives to Cr6 and 

implementing robust compliance measures, manufacturers can position themselves as leaders 

in sustainability and innovation. The ongoing shift toward Cr3 and other eco-friendly solutions 

underscores the fastener industry’s commitment to balancing performance, safety, and 

environmental responsibility. 

 

Fastener Warehouse understands the common, unique and customizable needs of our 

customers. We take extreme pride in developing lasting business relationships with our 

customers to fully understand the unique needs at all levels of their operations. With 

over 40 years of experience in the fastener industry we understand your challenges, and 

provide solutions to all areas of your fastener requirements.  

Our approach to delivering a total solution for your company is unique, proven and 

attainable. Call your local Fastener Warehouse representative today or visit our webpage 

for more information at www.fastenerwarehouse.ca   

 

OR 

 

For over 40 years, working with customers like you, Fastener Warehouse has a unique 

understanding of our customers needs and requirements in the procurement of class C 

fasteners. As the procurement landscape evolves and changes, we continue to assist our 

customers navigate, some times challenging process of procurement, and have assisted 

developing procedures meeting our customers procurement goals and objectives. For 

more information and or to see how we at Fastener Warehouse may be able to assist in 

developing unique procurements strategies for your organization visit our web site at 

www.fastenerwarehouse.ca or call 1-877-374-1199 

 

 


