
      

 

CBAM: A Report on Its Causes and Effects on Manufacturing and Importing Nations 

Introduction to CBAM 

The Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) is a policy framework designed to address carbon 

leakage and promote global decarbonization. It primarily applies to industries producing goods with high 

carbon emissions, such as steel, aluminum, cement, fertilizers, and electricity. CBAM adjusts the prices of 

imported goods to reflect the carbon emissions embedded in their production, ensuring that international 

trade does not undermine domestic climate goals. 

Causes Behind CBAM Implementation 

1. Carbon Leakage Concerns: 
Carbon leakage occurs when companies relocate production to countries with less stringent 

emissions regulations, undermining domestic efforts to reduce carbon emissions. CBAM is 

designed to counteract this phenomenon by leveling the playing field between domestic and 

imported goods. 

2. Climate Commitments: 
Countries and blocs, such as the European Union (EU), aim to meet ambitious climate goals 

under the Paris Agreement. CBAM ensures that imports do not offset their progress by 

introducing embedded emissions into the market. 

3. Competitiveness of Domestic Industries: 
Without CBAM, industries in regions with strict emissions regulations face higher production 

costs, making them less competitive compared to goods from countries with lax standards. 

4. Economic Incentives for Global Decarbonization: 
CBAM indirectly incentivizes exporting nations to adopt greener technologies to maintain 

competitiveness in regulated markets. 

Effects on Manufacturing Nations 

1. Higher Production Costs: 
Manufacturing nations, particularly those relying on fossil fuels, face increased costs for goods 

exported to CBAM-implementing regions. These costs include emissions verification and potential 

penalties. 

2. Incentive for Green Transition: 

CBAM encourages manufacturing nations to adopt cleaner technologies and reduce carbon 

footprints to maintain export competitiveness. 

3. Market Shifts: 
Exporters may lose market share in regulated regions to domestic producers or competitors with 

lower carbon intensity. This may lead to reduced revenues for industries heavily reliant on 

exports. 

4. Impact on Developing Economies: 

Developing countries often depend on carbon-intensive manufacturing. CBAM could 

disproportionately affect these nations, creating challenges in balancing economic growth with 

sustainability. 

 

 



      

 

 

Effects on Importing Nations 

1. Level Playing Field for Domestic Producers: 

CBAM ensures that imported goods face the same carbon pricing as domestic products, 

preventing unfair competition. 

2. Encouraged Decarbonization in Supply Chains: 
Importing nations may prioritize sourcing from suppliers with lower carbon footprints, driving 

global green innovation. 

3. Potential Trade Disputes: 
CBAM could face criticism or retaliatory measures from trading partners, particularly if perceived 

as protectionist. 

4. Higher Consumer Costs: 
Import prices may rise due to CBAM, potentially passing costs onto consumers. 

Broader Implications 

1. Global Policy Alignment: 

CBAM could push for harmonized international climate policies and broader carbon pricing 

mechanisms. 

2. Economic Inequalities: 

The mechanism could exacerbate economic inequalities unless accompanied by support 

measures for developing nations to transition to greener industries. 

3. Technological Innovation: 

CBAM may drive innovation in low-carbon technologies as nations strive to minimize the 

mechanism's economic impact. 

Conclusion 

CBAM is a significant step toward addressing global carbon leakage and encouraging decarbonization. 

While it promises environmental benefits, it also poses challenges for manufacturing and importing 

nations. Striking a balance between climate objectives and economic fairness will be crucial for its 

successful implementation. 

For over 40 years, working with customers like you, Fastener Warehouse has a unique understanding of 

our customers needs and requirements in the procurement of class C fasteners. As the procurement 

landscape evolves and changes, we continue to assist our customers navigate, some times challenging 

process of procurement, and have assisted developing procedures meeting our customers procurement 

goals and objectives. For more information and or to see how we at Fastener Warehouse may be able to 

assist in developing unique procurements strategies for your organization visit our web site at 

www.fastenerwarehouse.ca or call 1-877-374-1199 

 


